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Public  Health  Offices, 
Town  Hall, 

Braintree. 
October,  1965. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  again  I have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  informa- 
tion my  annual  report  on  the  health,  vital  statistics  and  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  Braintree  Rural  District. 

As  usual  I have  to  thank  the  Area  Medical  Officer  for 
providing  information  with  regard  to  clinics  and  other  personal 
services  controlled  by  the  Essex  County  Council. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  is  28,910  an 
increase  of  810  on  1963. 

Four  hundred  and  twenty-nine  live  babies  were  bom  giving 
a corrected  birth  rate  of  18.6  per  1,000  population  which  is  a 
slight  increase  on  the  previous  year. 

The  corrected  death  rate  was  8.5  per  1,000  population 
compared  with  10.2  for  1963.  This  can  be  compared  with  the 
figure  of  11.3  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  23.3  per  1,000  live  births 
was  just  above  the  national  figure  of  20.0 

The  10  infant  deaths  were  due  to  Prematurity  4,  Drowning 
1,  Asphyxia  1,  Bronchopneumonia  1,  Haemolytic  anaemia  1, 
Cause  unknown  1,  Untraced  death  1. 

There  was  nothing  unusual  in  the  list  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  but  you  will  note  that  the  sum  total  of  deaths  from  motor 
accidents  and  all  other  accidents  was  7 as  against  only  1 from  all 
the  infectious  diseases. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Disease 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-three  cases  were  notified,  nearly 
all  (240)  were  of  measles.  No  case  of  poliomyelitis  or  diphtheria 
was  reported. 

I have  included  a table  showing  the  incidence  of  infectious 
disease  over  the  past  5 years.  You  will  note  the  dominance  of 
measles  and  the  decline  in  tuberculosis,  but  it  would  be  most  un- 
wise to  conclude  that  in  a few  years  we  may  expect  a nil  return 
from  this  disease.  But  the  figures  are  encouraging. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

These  services  have  been  carried  on  as  in  previous  years 
by  the  General  Practitioners  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers. 
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Their  importance  cannot  be  overstressed.  Cases  of  Diphtheria  and 
Poliomyelitis  still  occur  up  and  down  the  country  and  for  all 
intents  and  purposes  immunisation  and  vaccination  are  the  only 
preventatives  and  they  are  effective  and  safe. 

Statistical  details  will  be  found  later  in  this  report. 

Environmental  Hygiene 

I have  little  to  add  to  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
report  on  environmental  hygiene 

As  usual  the  section  on  Drainage  and  Sewerage  makes 
depressing  reading.  Your  Committee  is  well  aware  of  the  problem 
and  I know  is  working  hard  to  get  things  put  right  but  one  longs 
to  see  tangible  results. 

On  housing  the  picture  is  a little  brighter  with  an  increase 
in  completed  council  houses  over  1963,  38  compared  with  4.  But 
the  need  for  still  more  council  houses  is  shown  by  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  applicants. 

The  really  bright  spot  in  the  housing  picture  is  the  success 
of  Wilkinson  House,  the  block  of  flatlets  at  Hatfield  Peverel  for 
14  elderly  tenants.  I hope  it  will  be  the  forerunner  of  others. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Section  47. 

A number  of  people  were  visited  but  other  solutions  were 
found  in  every  case  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chair- 
man and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
interest  and  courtesy  at  all  times  and  of  course  to  Mr.  Organ 
and  his  staff  and  indeed  all  officers  of  the  Council  for  their  stout 
work  and  full  co-operation. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  R.  C.  RAINSFORD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books 
Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ... 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Total  Male  Female 
Legitimate  404  199  205 

Illegitimate  25  19  6 

Total  live  births — 429. 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  ... 
Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  figure  of  1.04  ... 
Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  population 


59,234 

23,910 

7,161 

£621,336 

£2,426 


17.9 

5.8 

18.6 

18.4 


STILLBIRTHS : 


Total  Male 
Legitimate  7 6 

Illegitimate  — — 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births 
Rate  per  1,000  total  births  England  and  Wales 
Total  live  and  still-births — 436 


Female 
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INFANT  DEATHS: 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year — 

Total  Male  Female 
Legitimate  10  5 5 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Total  infant  deaths — 10. 


16.0 

16.3 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births ...  23.3 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  24.8 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total  live 

births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total 

live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.7 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  27.5 

Infantile  mortality  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  live  births  ...  20.0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  Nil 


DEATHS : 

Total  Male  Female 

218  118  100 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  9.1 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  figure  of  0.93 8.5 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  11.3 


All  the  above  rates  are  calculated  on  the  estimated  population  given 
by  the  Registrar  General. 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  1964 

The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  and  the  classification  is  given  under  the  thirty-six  headings  based 
on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical  Classification  of 
Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948. 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Male 

Female 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

• • • 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

• • • 

4. 

Diphtheria 

• • • 

— 



5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

... 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 



8. 

Measles 

• • • 

— 



9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

• • • 

— 



10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

• • • 



— 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

• • • 

...  6 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

• • . 

...  — 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

• . • 

...  — - 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and'  lymphatic  neoplasms 

...  10 

10 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

...  4 

7 

Jmm 

16. 

Diabetes 

. . • 

...  - — 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

. • . 

...  10 

25 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

. . • 

...  32 

18 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

• • • 

...  2 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

• • • 

...  11 

12 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

• • • 

...  5 

2 

22. 

Influenza 

• • • 

• • • 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

• * • 

...  9 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis 

• • • 

...  11 

4 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

• • • 

— 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

...  2 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

. . . 

. . . — 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

• • • 

...  2 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

• • • 

...  1 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

• • • 

. . . — 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

... 

...  2 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

... 

...  4 

11 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

• « * 

...  3 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

• • • 

...  2 

1 

35. 

Suicide 

• • • 

...  1 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

... 

— * 

All  Causes  118  100 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICE 

(a)  Under  the  control  of  the  Essex  County  Council:- — 

(1)  Child  Welfare  Clinics  were  held  at  the  following  Centres  during  the 
vear: — 


COGGESHALL 

Attendances 

St.  Peter’s  Room 

1st  & 3rd  Tuesday 

2.0 

p.m. 

747 

School  Clinic 

CRESSING 

4th  Monday 

10.0 

a.m. 

200 

Mission  Hall,  Tye  Green 
GREAT  BARDFIELD 

4th  Monday 

2.0 

p.m. 

210 

Town  Hall 

TERLING 

1st  Monday 

2.0 

p.m. 

318 

The  New  Village  Hall 
HATFIELD  PEVERBL 

1st  Tuesday 

2.0 

p.m. 

372 

Church  Hall,  Maldon  Road 
KELVEDON 

2nd  & 4th  Tuesday 

2.0 

p.m. 

739 

St.  Mary’s  Hall 
WETHERSFIELD 

2nd  & 4th  Friday 

2.30 

p.in. 

717 

Village  Hall 

3rd  Monday 

2.15 

p.m. 

325 

'ii)  Home  Help  Service:  — 

This  useful  service  is  administered  from  the  Area  Health  Office, 
75,  Springfield  Road,  Chelmsford. 


f :ii)  Ambulance  Service:  — 

The  Rural  District  of  Braintree  is  served  by  the  Ambulance  Station, 
Braintree  and  Witham. 


(iv)  Laboratory  Services:  — 

The  Essex  County  Council  provide  a laboratory  service  which 
includes  the  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  of  water 
samples,  the  chemical  analysis  of  sewage  effluents,  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  ice  cream,  and  the  examination  of 
other  foods  for  pathogenic  organisms.  These  examinations  are 
carried  out  by  either  the  Counties  Publ'c  Health  Laboratories, 
Grays  Inn  Road,  London,  W.C.I.,  or  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Chelmsford  and  Essex  Hospital,  New  London  Road,  Chelmsford. 

(b)  Under  the  control  of  the  North-East  Metropolitan  Regional 
Hospital  Board:  — 


(i)  Chest  Clinics:  — 

These  are  held  twice  weekly  at  St.  Michael’s  Hospital,  Braintree. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Diseases 

Total  Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

1 

— - 

Dysentery 

— 

Encephalitis 

1 

. 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— • 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

— 

■ -ip 

— 

Measles 

240 

Meningococcal  Infection 

__ 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  .. 

— 

Non-paralytic 

Poliomyelitis,' 

_ 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

— 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary 

3 

i 

— 

T uberculosis, 

Non-pulmonarv 

| 

I 

r- 

Whooping  Cough 

6 i 

m^mm 

! 

I 

l 

— 

Totals  ... 

253  1 

i 

i i 

0 
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Diseases 


1960 


1961 


1964 


Diphtheria 
Dysentery 
Encephalitis 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Food  Poisoning 
Infective  Hepatitis 
Measles 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Paralytic  Poliomyel'tis 

Non-paralytic 

Poliomyelitis 

Scarlet  Fever 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary 

Tuberculosis, 

Non-pulmonary 

Whooping  Cough 

Totals 


1 

1 

18 

1 


17 

14 

2 

29 

83 


1962 

3 — 

1 — 

1 1 

502  98 


1963 


1 

3 2 

1 

151  240 


530 


1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  MONTH  BY  MONTH 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1964 


ppysjsiiPM 

P3JSPS 

PJOJl^qs 

Suyes 

suyt’S  Pisypjeg 
3UAB>[ 
PfAVS^Bd 

ppyustf 
AapoisL  3JiqM 
Aap-o-M  ^ob|s 

UOp3A[9^ 
[3J3A3J  PiayiBH 
ppyguiq^aid 
Suijaaj 
^ujnoq^]nBhi 
PB3JSJIGJ 
§UISS3J3 
IjBqsaSSa3 
qsMpBia 
ppypjBS  1B3JQ 
P^JON  l^J0-L 


<N 


r^l 


cn 


m 


c <■> 


o\ 

0\ 


m 


© 


1 I ! I 


<nj  m 


<N 


ts 


fN) 


m 


cn 


t" 


o 

o 


m 


. S c ^ 6 >i  ^ ^ 


m 

icp 

<N 

to 

-4-> 

o 

H 


11 


’ 3 

a 

4J 

a 


i i [ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 n 1 1 


C 

o 


3 

O, 


ti. 


05 

<L> 

IT) 

a 

o 

£ 

<u 

z 


cj 

c 

o 

J 

& 

■ 

c 

Q 

Z 


>. 

■— 

C3 

C 

O 


IX. 


I I 


I I I 


S ; I I I | | I | ~ 


(/2 

TJ 

O 

<u 

Oh 

60 

< 


eB 

& 


<U 

C 

D 


'#14  r.»N  ^ *n  ^ »x  cn  ^ c>  J-* 

V CJ 

^ > 

ifSfTlTtONTfONrj-Tt-’rfTj-'rt-  ° 

’-^^raco,^f»^iv>oT3 

• i • i t • i • P3 

CB 

<N  fvj  r<1  ■'3’  'O 


5 

C 

H 


12 


Of  these,  2 were  case®  re-notified  on  taking  up  residence  in  this  Distric' 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Primary  Courses — 

By  General 
Practitioners 

By  County 
Staff 

Total 

Diphtheria,  Pertussis 
and  Tetanus  

164 

89 

253 

Diphtheria  & Tetanus  

— 

43 

43 

Diphtheria  

...  — 

7 

7 

Pertussis  

Tetanus  

12 

196 

208 

Poliomyelitis  

151 

141 

292 

Smallpox  

158 

— — 

158 

Diphtheria,  Pertussis, 

Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis 

16 

— 

16 

Reinforcing  Doses 

Diphtheria,  Pertussis 
and  Tetanus  

19 

3 

22 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  

13 

185 

198 

Diphtheria  

2 

148 

150 

Pertussis  

— 

— 

— 

Tetanus  

2 

6 

8 

Poliomyelitis  

67 

169 

236 

Smallpox  

49 

— 

49 

Diphtheria,  Pertussis, 

Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

1 
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Public  Health  Offices, 

St.  PeteiTs  Close, 
Bocking, 

Braintree. 


September,  1965. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  District  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector's  Department  for  the  year  ending  December,  1964. 
1 am  grateful  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  his  staff  for 
much  of  the  information  relating  to  water  supplies  and  sewerage. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  whilst  the  number  of  council 
houses  provided,  again  fell  short  of  the  target,  there  was  a con- 
siderable improvement  over  the  previous  year.  The  small 
number  of  houses  completed  over  the  past  few  years  has  inevitably 
resulted  in  an  increase,  not  only  of  actual  applicants,  but  in  the 
percentage  of  cases  where  the  need  for  accommodation  is  now 
considered  urgent. 

Possibly,  the  most  notable  occurence  in  this  field  was 
the  completion  and  occupation  of  the  fourteen  flatlets  for  aged 
persons  at  Wilkinson  House.  This  project  gave  the  opportunity 
of  providing  accommodation  for  elderly  people  living  on  their 
own  and  at  the  same  time  to  deal  with  some  under-occupation 
of  existing  Council  houses.  After  almost  one  year’s  experience 
of  this  new  type  of  accommodation,  I can  say  without  hesitation 
that  its  provision  has  been  an  unqualified  success  and  whilst  its 
management  has  brought  problems  not  previously  experienced, 
I look  forward  to  the  provision  of  more  of  these  units  in  other 
strategically  selected  localities. 

During  the  year,  the  staff  of  the  Department  was  increased 
by  the  appointment  of  a Meat  Inspector  and  a Junior  Clerk. 
The  former  took  over  the  whole  of  the  meat  inspection  work, 
thus  releasing  your  other  Inspectors  for  other  duties,  and  in 
addition  has  proved  very  useful  in  assisting  with  preliminary 
inspections  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 
1963,  and  to  a lesser  extent  with  inspections  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations. 

The  introduction  of  new  staff  has  spotlighted  one  problem 
— that  of  sufficient  and  suitable  office  accommodation.  With 
the  large  amount  of  new  legislation  absorbed  during  the  past 
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few  years  necessitating  additional  staff,  the  Department  is  now 
working  under  very  strained  conditions.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
is  a matter  to  which  the  Council  can  give  attention  in  the  neat 
future. 

Once  again,  and  in  conclusion,  I wish  to  record  my  sincere 
thanks  to  all  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  co-opera- 
tion so  freely  given;  to  members  of  the  Council  for  their  support; 
and  for  the  ever  unfailing  efficiency  and  loyalty  of  my  own  staff. 

I am  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  ORGAN, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


WATER 

Apart  from  11  small  extensions  to  serve  new  housing  estates  there 
.were  no  new  mains  extensions  during  1964 

Once,  again  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  Public  Water  Supplies 
throughout  the  District  have  remained  generally  satisfactory  both  in 
quality  and  quantity.  Constant  check  on  the  raw  water  from  Ter. mg 
(Swan  Pond)  was  maintained  as  a routine  precaution. 

Complaints  of  shortage  of  water  in  parts  of  the  Northern  Area 
at  certain  times  of  the  day  coincided  with  peak  demands.  It  is  recognised 
that  these  will  not  be  eliminated  until  the  high-level  storage  tank  at 
Great  Saling  is  completed.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  concrete  base 
was  completed,  ready  for  the  erection  of  the  tank  early  in  1965. 


None  of  the  waters  is  liable  to  have  any  plumbo  solvent  action. 

(Regular  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination  of  raw  water  from 
the  Council’s  Pumping  Stations  were  carried  out  and  all  water  passing 
into  supply  from  whatever  source  was  bacteriologicaily  examined  at 
frequent  intervals. 


Fifty-six  samples  in  all  were  taken.  Copies  of  typical  reports  on 
the  analyses  of  the  water  from  five  sources.  Petches  Bridge  Waterworks, 
Cogge shall  Waterworks,  Terling  Waterworks,  the  South  Essex  Water 
Company  and  Chelmsford  R.D.C.  will  be  found  under  the  heading  of 
individual  works. 

Periodic  flushing  of  ‘dead  ends’  was  again  maintained  in  an  effort 
to  prevent  stagnation  of  water  in  mains. 


All  mam  water  supplies  in  the  District  are  subject  to  chlorination 
at  the  respective  sources.  In  the  case  of  the  Counoilis  undertakings  gaseous 
chlorine  is  employed  at  Petches  Bridge  Waterworks  and  hypochlorite 
solution  at  Coggeshall  and  at  Terling. 

Details  of  the  functioning  of  each  undertaking  during  1964  follow 
under  the  headings  (A)  to  (E). 


Negotiations  for  the  formation  of  a new  water  undertaking  for 
the  Braintree  Rural  and  adjoining  Authorities,  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Spens  Report,  had  not  reached  finality  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  It  now  appears  that  inclusion  in  the  Lea  Valley  Water 
Company’s  area  may  not  materialise  and  that  the  ultimate  move  will  be 
in  another  direction. 
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Fetches  Bridge  Waterworks  (A) 


Number  of  gallons  pumped  during  the  year  ended  31st  Dec 

1964  

Average  day’s  pumping  * 

Augmented  supply  from  Dunrnow  Rural  District 


134,762,000 
16.78  hours 
Nil 


Analyst’s  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 

This  sample  is  almost  clear  and  bright  in  appearance.  The 
reaction  is  slightly  alkaline  and  the  degree  of  hardness  is  very  moderate. 
There  is  no  excess  of  mineral  or  saline  constituents  in  solution  and  metals 
are  absent.  The  water  is  of  the  highest  standard  of  organic  and  bacterial 
purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suit- 
able for  public  supply  purposes. 


Coggeshall  Waterworks  (B) 


Number  of  gallons  pumped  during  the  year  ended  3 1st  Dec., 

1964  

Average  day’s  pumping  ... 


25,875,500 

10.13  hours 


Analyst’s  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a reaction  on 
the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals  apart  from  a 
negligible  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  moderately  hard  in  character  and 
its  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  is  not  considered  excessive. 
It  is  of  a high  standard  of  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suit- 
able for  drinking  and  domestic  uses. 


Terling  Waterworks  (C) 


Number  of  gallons  pumped  during  the  year  ended  31st  Dec., 

1964  

Average  day’s  pumping 


33,372,000 
10.15  hours 


Analyst’s  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  almost  neutral  in 
reaction  and  free  from  metals.  The  water  is  very  hard  in  character  but 
contains  no  excess  of  mineral  or  saline  constituents  in  solution.  It  con- 
forms to  the  highest  standard  of  organic  quality  and  is  also  of  very 
satisfactory  bacterial)  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suit- 
able for  public  supply  purposes. 
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South  Essex  Water  Company  (D) 


Total  quantity  of  water  received  by  this  Council  from  the  Company 
for  year  ended  31st  December,  1964,  is  as  follows:  — 


Eastern  Area 

Augmented  supply  to  Coggeshalil,  Kelvedon  and  Peering 
Supply  to  Brad  well,  Cressing,  Stisted,  Black  Notley 

and  White  Notley  

Supplied  to  B.  & B.U.D.C.  from  Black  Notley 
Supplied  to  B.  and  B.U.D.C.  from  Cressing 


gallons 

165,003,000 

Nil 

Nit 


Southern  Area 

Augmented)  supply  to  Hatfield  Peverel,  Terling  and  Fairstead  26,423,000 

191,426,000 


Analyst’s  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 

This  sample  is  Off  a satisfactory  quality  for  drinking  and  domestic 

purposes. 


Supply  from  Chelmsford  R.D.C.  (E) 

Total  quantity  off  water  received  by  this  Council  from  Chelms- 
ford R.D.C.  for  the  year  end  31st  March,  1964,  was  made  up  as  follows:  — 


Ranks  Green  Extension,  Fairstead  1,149,000 

Fuller  Street  Extension,  Fairstead  ...  ...  938,000 

Cardlield  Extension,  Hatfield  Peverel  ...  637,000 

Boreham  End  Extension,  Hatfield  Peverel  ...  71,000 


2,795,000 


Analyst’s  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 

This  sample  is  of  a satisfactory  quality  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes. 

Number  of  new  connections  at  A ...  ...  ...  109 

Number  of  new  connections  at  B and  D ...  103 

Number  of  new  connections  at  C and  E ...  15 
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SHALLOW  WELL  SUPPLIES 

Only  two  public  shallow  well  supplies  were  still  in  use  at  the  end 
of  the  year  as  follows: 

Finchingfield  Two  wells  at  Hawkins  Harvest  and 

at  Ost  End. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Once  again  this  report  is  one  of  slo.w  and  in  some  cases,  practically 
no  progress  with  new  schemes. 

The  Hatfield  Peverel  Terling  scheme  finally  appears  to  be  reaching 
the  stage  of  inviting  tenders  for  at  least  part  of  the  scheme.  Embargoes 
on  further  development  involving  discharge  of  additional  sewage  into 
the  exisiting  systems  continue  in  the  Parishes  of  Coggeshall,  Kelvedon, 
and  Hatfield  Peverel-  and  will  be  kept  on  until  new  treatment  works  are 
completed  and  in  operation.  Conditions  in  those  Parishes  where  no 
modern  facilities  exist  continue  to  deteriorate  and  the  dangers  to  health 
continue  to  increase.  The  need  for  more  rapid  progress  in  the  provision 
of  schemes  for  these  Parishes  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized. 


The  situation  with  regard  to  the  various  works  is  as  follows:  — 

Coggeshall  and  Kelvedon 


The  existing  works  continue  to  operate  as  well  as  can  be  expected 
having  regard  to  -their  age,  design  and;  overloaded  state.  The  site  for 
the  ne-w  works  has  still  not  been  acquired. 


Hatfield  Peverel  and  Terling 

At  long  last  tender  documents  are  ready  for  Stage  One  of  this 
scheme  and  work  should  commence  in  1965. 


Wethersfield 


> 


! 


These  works  continue  to  produce  satisfactory  effluents  operating 
within  their  designed  capacity  but  the  condition  of  the  older  part  of  t e 
works  which  are  of  wartime  construction  indicates  that  some  i econstruc 
tion  will  soon  be  necessary. 


White  Notley 


These  works  are  of  a good  design  buit  as  stated  in  previous  reports 
they  are  becoming  increasingly  overloaded.  Fortunately  the  Council  own, 
adequate  land  for  works  extensions  to  be  made  so  that  a scheme  for 
extensions  will  not  be  held  up  in  this  respect.  A scheme  for  enlargement 
of  these  works  is  now  most  urgent. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Collection  of  Domestic  Refuse 

It  is  now  possible  to  re-assess  this  service  after  a full  year’s  work- 
ing since  the  application  of  Work  Study.  Undoubtedly  under  normal 
circumstances  the  service  has  never  functioned  smoother.  There  have 
been  few  labour  problems  and  the  public  have  looked  forward  to  and 
received  a regular  weekly  collection. 

However,  difficulties  have  arisen  in  providing  adequate  coverage 
for  public  and  annual  holidays.  During  this  particular  year  the  latter 
were  staggered  over  the  holiday  period,  but  this  proved  not  entirely 
satisfactory  since  there  was  considerable  “undercrewing”  throughout 
most  of  this  time.  This  fact  highlighted  what  must  now  be  regarded  as 
an  anomaly  in  the  Work  Specification,  namely  the  unlimited  bonuses 
which  can  be  earned,  to  the  detriment  of  the  Council’s  finances,  when 
crews  are  working  short  of  their  normal  allocation.  Perhaps  this  is 
a matter  which  can  be  rectified  when  there  is  a review  of  the  scheme. 

So  far,  as  anticipated,  it  has  been  possible  to  cope  with  nekw 
development  without  increase  in  personnel  or  vehicles  and  this  should 
continue  for  another  year  or  so. 

What  must  bet  considered  soon  is  the  replacement  of  at  least  one 
vehicle.  Whilst  no  major  breakdowns  have  occurred  the  time  is  rapidly 
approaching  when  it  will  not  be  economical  to  carry  out  costly  overhauls 
when  these  become  necessary. 


Disposal  of  Refuse 

Refuse  from  the  whole  of  the  District  apart  from  those  four 
Parishes  serviced  by  the  Braintree  Urban  District  Council  continued  to 
be  disposed  of  in  the  worked  out  gravel  pit  at  Beazley  End.  No  problems 
arose  from  fly  or  rat  infestation,  but  a warning  must  be  given  that 
because  of  the  shape  and  depth  of  the  pit,  which  in  itself  creates  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  providing  adequate  coverage  for  the  deposited 
refuse,  extensive  and  possibly  costly  alterations  will  soon  be  necessary 
to  the  means  of  access. 


Salvage 


The  collection  and  disposal  of  waste  paper  which  was  discontinued 
in  the  previous  year  as  a special  service,  continued  on  a very  nominal 
basis.  The  value  of  the  paper  disposed  of  during  the  year  was  £382. 

It  would  seem  inevitable  that  the  large  amount  of  waste  paper 
and  cardboard  still  available  from  business  premises  will  very  soon  have 
to  be  dealt  with  on  a proper  basis,  as  trade  refuse,  and  a charge  made 
for  its  collection. 


Night  Soil  Collection 

This  service  was  maintained  during  the  year  in  villages  and  areas 
not  yet  having  the  amenity  of  main  sewerage. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  1964 


Housing  Inspections  

Revises  and  inspections  of  work  in  progress  ... 

Visits  to  premises  and  interviews  with  owners,  builders,  etc. 

Visits  and  inspections  re.  Improvement  Grants 

Visits  re.  Council  House  applications  and  exchanges 

Visits  and1  inspections  prior  to  removals  to  Council  Houses 

Visits  and  inspections  following  rent  arrears  and  notices  to  quft 

Visits  re.  overcrowding  and  permitted  numbers 

Visits  to  Investigate  Complaints  ... 

Notifiable  Disease  enquiries 

Notifiable  Disease  disinfections  

Infestations  by  insect  pests 
Infestations  by  Rats  and  Mice  ... 

Visits  to  premises  re.  water  supplies 

Visits  to  Waterworks  and  Public  Pumps  

Water  samples  taken  

Visits  to  premises  re.  drainage  to  sewer 
Conversion  of  Paiili  Closets,  etc.  ... 

Drains  inspected  and  tested 
Visits  to  Refuse  Tips 
Refuse  Collection 

Inspections  at  Schools  

Inspection  of  Sewage  Works 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

Inspections  ref.  Atmospheric  Pollution 

Inspections  ref.  Smoke  /Grit  Nuisances  ...  ...  

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 
Inspections  at  Cafe’s 
Inspections  of  Butchers  Shops 
Inspections  of  Public  Houses 
Inspections  of  Canteen  including  Schools 
Inspections  of  Bakehouses 
Inspection  of  Ice  Cream  premises 

Inspections  of  Dairies  

Inspections  of  Shops 
Inspections  and  visits  to  Slaughterhouses 
Inspections  of  Knacker’s  Yard 
Factory  Inspections — Power 
Inspections  of  Building  Sites 

Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 
Licensing  Act,  1961 

Waste  Foods  Order  ...  • ••  

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections 


125 

259 

150 

310 

421 

101 

64 

17 
282 
124 

10 

18 
9 

23 

18 

56 

20 

2 

58 

33 

34 

3 
2 

19 

26 

12 

16 

69 
52 

70 

4 
6 

14 

3 

59 
838 

29 

4 
1 

82 

5 
3 
5 

355 
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CONTROLLED  PREMISES:  Details  of  Inspections,  etc. 


Regulated  Buildings, 
Trades,  etc. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Bakehouses  

8 

6 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Slaughterhouses  and 

Butchers’  Shops  

20 

20 

890 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Knacker’s  Yard  

1 

1 

29 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Offensive  Trades 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Fi  sh  Friers  

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

89 

14 

14 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Factories  and  Workshops 

64 

4 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Work  under  this  new  legislation  during  the  year  was  restricted  to 
the  registration  of  premises  falling  within  the  scope  of  the  Act. 
Applications  for  registration  were  deplorably  small  m number  at  the 
outset  so  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  establish  personal  contact  and  at 
the  same  time  to  bring  up  to  date  various  records  relating  to  particular 
controlled  premises. 

Detailed  woric  of  inspection  will  commence  early  in  1965. 


Moveable  Dwellings 


No  new  site  licences  were  issued  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and 
Control  of  Development  Act,  1 960,  during  the  year,  the  number  so  licensed 
remaining  at  six. 

No  statutory  action  was  found  necessary  in  regard  to  these  sites. 


Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Smoke  Abatement 

There  is  little  to  report  under  this  heading  for  the  year  under 
review.  The  one  industrial  chimney  which  had  given  rise  to  complaints 
in  the  past  continued  to  do  so,  but  to  a lesser  degree.  This  is  one  of  those 
problems  arising  from  a particular  processing  for  which  no  completely 
satisfactory  remedy  has  yet  been  devised. 

Every  opportunity  was  taken  to  secure  the  installation  of  approved 
type  fireplaces  even  where  this  cou’ld  not  be  required  by  statute. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  enforcement  action  under  the 
Clean  Air  Act  during  the  year. 
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Vermin  Infestation 

Little  action  was  necessary  with  regard  to  vermin.  Three  flea 
infestations  were  dealt  with  by  the  department,  but  no  infestations  of 
bed  bugs  were  found. 

Several  infestations  by  woodworm  were,  however,  dealt  with,  usually 
in  conjunction  with  Improvement  Works  to  Dwellings. 


Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  premises  .registered  under  this  Act  in  the  District  and  so 
far  as  can  be  ascertained  no  persons  are  operating  in  contravention  of  the 
Act. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  within  the  Rural  District. 


Rodent  Control 

Control  of  rats  and  mice  on  domestic,  business  and  agricultural 
properties  was  adequately  maintained  during  the  year,  the  latter  being 
on  a contract  basis.  Late  Autumn  brought  its  usual  spate  of  complaints, 
even  more  than  average,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  worst  had  been 
overcome.  Some  control  of  moiles  was  again  given  on  request. 

As  anticipated,  Witham  U.D.C.  became  a constituent  member  of 
the  joint  authority  responsible  for  this  work,  during  the  year,  the  area 
now  covered  being  Braintree  Urban  and  Rural,  Halstead  Urban  and 
Rural  and  Witham  Urban. 


Factories 

As  in  other  years  inform  at  on  regarding  premises  falling  within  the 
scope  of  the  Factories’  Act  and  of  inspections  made  and  action  (if  any) 
taken  is  given  in  tabular  form  and  will  be  found  on  page  24. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1961 

Particulars  of  the  premises  registered  by  the  Council  under  the 
Factories’  Act,  1961,  and  of  the  inspections  made  arc  to  be  found  a.> 
follows : — 

(lj  INSPECTIONS  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(li)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 

which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 

out-workers’  premises) 

6 

58 

4 

— 

— 

Total 

64 

4 

— 

(II)  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found:  — 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Numbei 
of  cases 
in  whic.i 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 
instituted 

Found 

1 Remedied 

Referred 

S o 

5 2 By  H.M 
_ £ Inspector 

H — 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.L) 



— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 





• 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3.) 



— 



— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 

— 

— 



— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6.) 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

«... 

— 

(c)Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

! 



Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork) 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Total* 

■ 

T - 

1 _ 

— 
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kll  Others 


HOUSING 

The  number  of  additional  units  of  accommodation  provided  in  the 
District  during  1964  was  137  a decrease  of  6 on  the  previous  year  s figure. 
Details  are  as  follows:  — 

New  Council  Houses  38 

Private  Enterprise  Houses 132 

— 170 

Less:  Eight  cases  of  reconditioning  where  units  of 
accommodation  were  reduced.  Number  of 
dwellings  lost  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Twenty-one  properties  were  demolished  in  1964  21 

— 33 


137 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  589  outstanding  applications 
for  housing  accommodation,  an  increase  of  57  ever  the  previous  year. 
There  was  also  a rise  in  the  percentage  of  the  total  numoer  or  applicants 
shown  to  be  in  urgent  and  genuine  need  for  re-housing.  This  is  approxi- 
mately 25%  and  is  undoubtedly  due  in  part  to  the  lack  of  new  units 
of  accommodation  being  produced. 

During  the  year  thd  Council  succeeded  in  completing  38  new  units 
of  accommodation  out  of  the  programme  of  191.  Whilst  being  an  im- 
provement on  1963  the  progress  made  stiill  cannot  be  regarded  as 
satisfactory. 

Developments  worthy  of  note  are  the  Council’s  first  block  of 
fourteen  flatlets  at  Hatfield  Peverel  which  has  proved  to  be  a most  success- 
ful project  and  the  Duck  End  site  at  Finchingfield,  where  rather  excep- 
tional treatment  and  design  have  caused  the  new  group  of  dwellings 
to  merge  into  this  picturesque  village. 

Apart  from  four  removals  from  Barrack  Yard,  Rayne,  to  newly 
constructed  bungalows,  only  a further  four  cases  of  re-housing  from 
Clearance  Areas  were  effected  to  existing  Council  Houses  which  were 
vacated.  A Compulsory  Purchase  Order  on  the  Barrack  Yard,  Rayne 
Area  was  confirmed  without  modification. 

The  Robins  Bridge  Road  Area  at  Coggeshall  had  still  not  been 
acquired  compulsorily  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

A total  of  76  dwellings  were  modernized  to  varying' degrees  and 
of  these  38  received  assistance  from  the  Council  by  way  of  either  a Dis- 
cretionary or  Standard  Improvement  Grant. 

No  applications  for  Certicates  of  Disrepair  were  made  during  the 


year. 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958. 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959. 

Housing  Acts,  1941/1944. 

Figures  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1944. 

Discretionary  Standard 
Grant  Grant 

Schemas  Schemes 

(a)  Number  of  Applications  received  12  36 

(b)  Number  of  Applications  approved  by  Council  12  35 

(c)  Number  of  Improved  dwellings  resulting  from 

works  at  (b)  12  35 

(d)  Number  of  Improved  dwellings  completed  ...  14  24 

(e)  Total  amount  involved  in  Grants  approved  ...  £4,286  £4,710 


£8,996 

(f)  Actual  amount  paid  in  respect  of  the  Standard 

Grant  Schemes  completed  at  (d)  £3,025  8 5 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply  and  Dairies 

Sixteen  distributors  and1  one  dairy  remain  registered  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

AH  licences  (for  Designated  milks  are  now  dealt  with  by  the  Essex 
County  Council1. 

There  were  very  few  complaints  regarding  the  keeping  quality 
of  milk  or  ffie  cleanliness  of  bottles  and  these  were  of  a very  minor 
nature.  The  bacterial  quality  of  milk  supplied  within  the  District  can 
therefore  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 


Ice  Cream  Premises 


There  were  eighty- nine  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream 
and  one  for  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  in  the  District. 

One  sample  of  soft  ice  cream  was  taken  during  the  summer  months' 
with  the  following  result  in  terms  of  the  Provisional  Grading  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  applicable  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test. 

1 Provisional  Grade  II. 

The  necessity  for  constant  checks  on  the  bacteriological  /quality 
of  ice  cream  has  declined  as  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  is  in  the  hands 
of  a few  large  scale  firms,  who  themselves  maintain  high  bacteriological 
standards  with  extensive  routine  checking. 


Meat  Inspection 

Information  regarding  this  service  is  given  in  tabular  form  ora 
the  next  page.  The  figures  show  very  little  variation  from  last  year  ini 
either  the  numbers  killed  and  inspected  or  in  the  incidence  of  disease. 
The  total  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption also  varied  little  from  the  average  over  the  past  few  years. 

The  Council  accepted  the  necessity  for  additional  staff  to  cope 
with1  this  important  public  health  service  as  required  by  the  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations,  1963,  and  appointed  a qualified  Meat  Inspector  to  the  Depart- 
ment. This  proved  most  beneficial,  not  only  in  this  particular  field  (but  ini 
releasing  existing  Inspectors  for  other  important  duties  which  had  of 
necessity  been  neglected  to  an  extent  in  the  past. 

The  person  appointed  is  qualified  to  carry  out  duties  relating  to 
food  hygiene!  in  addition  to  meat  inspection,  and  advantage  will  be  taken 
of  this  in  the  deployment  of  has  time  in.  this  direction  on  the  occasions 
when  he  is  not  fully  occupied  on  meat  inspection. 
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Carcase  and  Offa!  inspected  and  condemned  |n  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  Killed  and 
Inspected 

3,417 

341 

412 

4,311 

10,388 

73 

AH  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci — 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  ...  6 

10 

19 

4 

12 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

520 

113 

64 

127 

705 

24 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected  af- 
fected with  diseases 
other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

15.21% 

33.13% 

15.63% 

2.94% 

6.78%  32.87% 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

204 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected  af- 
fected with  tuber- 
culosis   

1.99% 

Cysticercosis — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned  

14 

3 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

2 

1 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  quantities  of  Meat  Condemned 

Beef  Pork  Veal  Mutton  Horseflesh  Total 

17.101  7.1911  1,863  584  634  27.3734 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Over  the  past  few  years  it  has  not  been  practicable  to  maintain  a 
regular  and  efficient  inspection  of  premises  where  food  is  handled,  mainly 
because  oQ  staff  problems.  However,  as  stated  in  the  paragraph  on  meat 
inspection,  it  is  intended  that  this  position  witil  be  rectified  in  the  very 
near  future. 

As  in  previous  years  most  of  the  visits  that  it  is  possible  to  make 
were  directed  towards  those  where  the  greatest  risk  of  danger  to  health 
existed. 


In  addition  to  the  butcher’s  meat  previously  detailed,  the  follow- 
ing foods  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  ccnsumptron : - 


Frozen 

85  packets  of  Meat 
16  packets  of  cakes 
173  packets  of;  Vegetables 
14  packets  of  Cheeseburgers 
3 stone  13  lbs.  14|  ozs.  of  Fish 

Tinni 

65  tins  of  Meat 
2 tins  of  Fruit  Juice 
6 tins  of  Creamed  Rice 
22  tins  of  Vegetables 


Foods 

34  packets  of  Fish  Fingers 
15  packets  of  Fowl 
308  Individual  Ice  Creams 
50  Family  Blocks 
364  Lollies 

Foods 

38  tins  of  Fruit 
2 tins  of  Fish 
5 tins  of  Evaporated  Milk 
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